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They called them-
selves “the 54 in ‘54” 
— the 54 students 
in the Campbell 
County High School 
class of 1954. 

With handshakes, 
smiles, warm 
embraces and rekin-
dled laughter, gradu-
ates gathered togeth-
er for their 60-year 
reunion Monday 
night at the Prime 
Rib Restaurant and 
Wine Cellar.

The gathering was 
“organized on the fly 
and was sort of last 
minute,” said class 
member Elsie Sicks.

With the help of classmates Verna 
Ann Gilbertz and Gene Robbins, 
Sicks helped plan the event.

“Gene and I got to talking and 
thought it’d be nice to have a little 
get-together for those still living 
around Gillette and in Campbell 
County,” she said.

Robbins, whose wife died in 
November, said he’d wanted to get in 
touch with his classmates in the wake 
of his loss. Speaking to schoolmates 
on the phone brought up old memo-
ries, and he wanted to bring together 
as many of them as possible once 
again, he said.

“It made me realize after talking to 
someone, there’s a lot of days we for-
get to be thankful for a lot of things,” 
he said.

Although only local residents 
were expected to attend this year’s 
reunion, Sicks said she was pleasantly 
surprised to have friends come from 
different parts of the country — some 
traveling from Florida, Connecticut, 
Arizona and South Dakota.

“We were so surprised to see so 
many come from out of state — and 
some from across the country,” she 
said. “It’s wonderful to see so many of 
our old friends together again.”

Classmate Forest Putnam has lived 
in Connecticut for more than 40 years 
and said he’s never adjusted to things 
in the East.

“I’m still trying to get used to all 
the people, all the traffic and all the 
trees,” he said. “And I say to myself 
all the time, ‘Why, oh, why did I ever 
leave the West?’”

Lois Dorr expressed a similar feel-
ing. In spite of the many years she’s 
lived in Florida, she said she’s never 
forgotten Campbell County.

“I go to the beach a lot — and 
I enjoy that — but I still miss 
Wyoming,” she said.

Many of those who have lived in 
Campbell County their entire lives 
said they can’t imagine ever living 
anywhere else.

“I’ve traveled a lot, but every time 
I come home I think, ‘Thank God I 
live in Gillette, Wyoming,’” said Rita 
Elmore, one of the 16 classmates in 
attendance.

“I’ve been here all my life, and I’m 
not going anywhere else,” she said.

The motto for the class of 1954 was 
“Forward Ever, Backward Never.” 
That sentiment was brought to life in 
the conversations between classmates.

“I guess you’d say I’m tired — 
not retired,” said rancher Darlene 
Carson, who has stayed in Campbell 
County her whole life. “I miss Gillette 
back when it was ‘54. I don’t like all 
the hustle and the bustle, but I guess 
as you get older, you just take it and 
go on.”

State Sen. John Hines, R-Gillette, 
told his fellow classmates he’s ready 
to retire — at least from politics. He 
won’t be seeking re-election later this 
year.

“Isn’t 30 years long enough?” asked 
Hines, fighting back a smile. “In my 
spare time, I like running the ranch. 
Anymore, I tell the hired men what 
work to do — I guess I don’t do much 
work myself.”

Some classmates who couldn’t 
attend sent well wishes to their 
friends. In a letter to his peers, Gary 
Greenough discussed an assignment 
many students had worked on togeth-
er.

“Last year, while going through 
some old stuff of mine, I ran across 
the history of Gillette and Campbell 
County that was done in English 
class,” Greenough wrote. “My wife 
had some copies made and I thought 
some of you might find it interesting.”

Greenough compiled and supplied 
18 bound copies of the assignment 
in booklet form, enough for each of 
the attending classmates to have one, 
Gilbertz said.

“I was not in this class, but I think 
it makes a great addition to our 
reunion,” Gilbertz said. “Campbell 
County has been a great place to live, 
and it was a great place to get an edu-
cation.”

Is a friend or neighbor doing some-
thing noteworthy? Please send story 
ideas to News Record Writer Paul 
Christiansen at pchristiansen@gillet-
tenewsrecord.net or call him at 307-
682-9306, ext. 208
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More than three dozen children 
die of hyperthermia in cars annually 
in the United States, and since 1998 
more than 500 children have died 
in hot cars. Heatstroke can happen 
when the temperature is as low as 57 
degrees, and car interiors can reach 
well over 110 degrees even when the 
outside temperature is in the 60s.

Here are some tips from safety 
advocates on avoiding accidental 
deaths in hot cars:

 ✳ Never leave children alone in 
a vehicle to run even a short errand. 
Use drive-thru windows at banks, 
dry cleaners and restaurants when-
ever possible. Use a debit or credit 
card to pay for gas at the pump.

 ✳ Put a purse, cellphone or other 
item you will need in the back seat 

of your car. This will ensure that you 
check the back seat before leaving 
the vehicle.

 ✳ Make a habit of opening the 
back door of your car and checking 
the back seat whenever you exit it.

 ✳ Keep a stuffed animal or toy 
in your child’s unoccupied car seat. 
Put that item in the front seat when 
you place the child in the seat as 
a reminder that the child is in the 

back of the car.
 ✳ If a child is missing, immediate-

ly check the car, including the trunk.
 ✳ If you see a young child who 

is unresponsive or in great distress 
alone in a hot vehicle, get the child 
out and call 911.

Sources: Connecticut State Police, 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, kidsandcars.org

Take steps to prevent deaths of children in hot cars
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For many, summer wouldn’t be 
summer without baseball. The smell 
of fresh-cut grass in the outfield, 
animated spectators in the bleach-
ers, the feel of the smooth dirt along 
the baselines and ... a happy couple 
tying the knot at home plate?

Josh Burkle and Tasha Mauch will 
hit their two-run moon shot homer 
on July 26 at the American Legion 
Post 42 baseball field in Gillette. 
Catching this particular wedding 
was no can of corn.

The couple had plans to marry 
in the Black Hills near Spearfish, 
South Dakota, but scheduling and 
negotiations with people in the area 
were striking out, so Josh and Tasha 
decided to look elsewhere. When 
that didn’t pan out, the idea of hav-
ing a baseball-themed ceremony 
came up.

“It was kind of a joke at first,” 
Mauch said. “We were driving 
around the city and we saw the 
field and we said, ‘Why don’t we get 
married at home plate?’ Then we 
laughed and went home.”

Later that night, the joke started 
becoming a serious thought.

Mauch called Leo Hinkel, presi-
dent of the local American Legion, 
and talked to him about the idea. 
Hinkel said after composing himself 
from the odd request, he could feel 
the excitement for the idea build.

“I could feel her excitement to do 
this, so I thought for a second and 
agreed this is something we can do,” 
he said.

He also brought in Legion Vice 
President Steve Laakso and Gillette 
Roughriders head coach Nate 
Perleberg to help with scheduling, 
because the wedding isn’t the only 
event going on that day.

Senior Night is also scheduled 
the day of the wedding, featuring a 
game against Cheyenne Post 6, but 
the wedding won’t interfere with the 
game.

The couple wants to say their “I 
do’s” as close to 3:07 as possible, 
reflecting their Wyoming roots.

Hinkel said Perleberg agreed to 
the ceremony and is expecting the 
team to warm up directly after.

Burkle, 29, who played third base 
for the Roughriders from 2000-02, 
said even though he loves sports, 
the idea of a baseball wedding never 
had occurred to him.

“I’m always paying attention (to 
sports),” he said. “Baseball was my 
No. 1 choice to play. I never thought 
I’d get married on a field, but it just 
seems right.”

Mauch, 31, said a baseball field 
wedding was also the farthest 
thing from her childhood wedding 
dreams, preferring the more rustic, 
elegant feel of being married in the 
mountains.

But she said the stress of planning 
a wedding has virtually disappeared 
because the couple are planning a 
baseball-themed wedding and hav-
ing fun with the theme.

Longtime crush

Their courtship didn’t lead off 
with a dinger, though. The two have 

known each other since second 
grade in the early 1990s, and while 
Burkle had a crush on Mauch since 
that time, he balked at opportunities 
to act on it.

“I saved up two months of allow-
ance and bought this crystal heart 
to give to her,” Burkle said. “But I 
chickened out and I just slid it in her 
backpack.”

About three years ago, a mutual 
friend told Burkle that Mauch still 
had the heart, never having discov-
ered who had given it to her. 

The two met again at a chili cook-
off and she was told the rest of the 
story.

“We’ve always hung out in similar 
crowds and we started dating about 
a month after that,” she said.

While the couple wants to keep 
many of its baseball-themed decora-
tions a secret, they said some of the 
ideas batted around include:

 ✳ A lineup-style announcement 

from the PA system.
 ✳ Invitations designed like game 

tickets.
 ✳ Guests sitting in the bleachers 

as spectators instead of setting up 
chairs.

 ✳ The ring bearer carrying the 
wedding rings in a baseball glove.

The relatively stress-free plan-
ning and ease of scheduling has 
impressed and relaxed the couple, 
allowing them to appreciate the little 
things.

“The American Legion organiza-
tion, that they were willing to do this 
gives a good sense of community,” 
Burkle said. “We’re elated that it has 
worked out the way it has.”

With less than two weeks to go 
before the wedding, Burkle and 
Mauch are just waiting on deck 
for their chance to get to the plate, 
where they plan to swing for the 
fence.

Couple plans baseball-themed wedding, including ceremony at home plate
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Josh Burkle and Tasha Mauch will be married at home plate of the American Legion baseball field on July 26.
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Josh Burkle and Tasha Mauch talk about their baseball-themed wedding at the American Legion base-
ball field.
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