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Taste of Home Cooking School

Tuesday, Sept. 23

 

Tickets are $12 and are available at CAM-PLEX ticket 

office, online at CAM-PLEX.com or by calling 307-682-8802

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL SPONSORS

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Doors open at 4 p.m. 
Cooking school at 7 p.m.

Arrive when doors open and enjoy the many retail 
& food vendor booths before the show.

Tickets Now 

On Sale!

MURRAY          BUSINESS.
REPUBLICAN • NEW BLOOD • CONSERVATIVE VALUES

AS SECRETARY OF STATE, I WILL WORK TO KEEP 

WYOMING MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION BY:

EDMURRAYFORWYOMING.COM

100%
PRO-LIFE

AND
PRO-FAMILY

PAID FOR BY ED MURRAY FOR SECRETARY OF STATE • 2011 CENTRAL AVENUE, CHEYENNE WY 82001

FOSTERING A VITAL, STRONG ECONOMY THAT WILL KEEP GOOD 

JOBS IN WYOMING AND CREATE NEW ONES

CHAMPIONING A FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE, BUSINESS-FRIENDLY 

STATE GOVERNMENT

FIGHTING FOR A TRANSPARENT GOVERNMENT THAT DEFENDS THE 

CONSTITUTION

KEEPING CONSERVATIVE VALUES AT THE HEART OF HOW WYOMING 

DOES BUSINESS

INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITIES AND WORKING TO RESTORE 

DECISION MAKING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

SAFEGUARDING FAIR ELECTIONS AND PROMOTING INCREASED 

VOTER TURNOUT

DEFENDING OUR GUN RIGHTS

By T.S. JARMUSZ
NEWS RECORD WRITER

tjarmusz@gillettenewsrecord.net

Break out those pointe 
shoes and bring your best 
pirouette. Local dance stu-
dents are invited to audition 
Saturday for the part of a 
ballerina performing with the 
acclaimed Moscow Ballet.

Moscow Ballet’s “Dance 
with Us” audition director 
Olga Aru will select 60 stu-
dent dancers to perform side-
by-side with the professional 
company of 40 Russian danc-
ers.

Auditions for ages 7-10 are 
at 1 p.m. and ages 11-16 begin 
at 2 p.m. at Just Gotta Dance. 
Applicants must be between 7 
and 16 years old, have at least 
one year of ballet training, 
dress in dance attire and may 
bring pointe shoes.

Dance with Us offers stu-
dent dancers personal expo-
sure to Moscow Ballet’s high-
ly skilled dancers and experi-
ence with a professional per-
formance.

“You’re standing next to 
people who are in the top 5 
percent in the world,” said 
Sally Michael Keyes, director 
of public relations for Moscow 
Ballet North America. 

“To have the opportuni-
ty to perform with a world-
class touring company is just 
thrilling to anyone who wants 
to become a dancer. It really 
gives the child the experience 
of what their future could be 
like.”

Selected dancers will have 
an opportunity to train for a 
few days with Aru in prepa-
ration for the “Great Russian 
Nutcracker” premiere in 
Gillette at 5 p.m. Nov. 23 at 
the Cam-plex Heritage Center.

There are five different 

roles based on size and level 
of ability. Students are cast as 
party children, mice, snow-
flakes, angels and more. On 
the day of the performance, 
students come to the theater 
five hours prior and are fitted 
in costumes and have dress 
rehearsals.

“It’s very rare. Most travel-
ing companies do not invite 
children to work with them. 
The experience of performing 
on stage is so exhilarating,” 
Keyes said.

For more experienced danc-
ers, Moscow Ballet soloist 
Olga Aru will conduct a mas-
ter class from 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Sunday at Just Gotta Dance. 
The cost is $50 per student.

“A master class is when 
a studio brings in a special 
teacher with a special skill,” 
Keyes said. 

“Aru is trained in the 
Vaganova ballet method — 
the Russian method of bal-
let. It has a style and look 
and ways of moving that are 
slightly different, with a lot of 
emphasis on using the upper 
body and getting into the nitty 
gritty of being a performing 
ballerina.”

Aru is a rising star balle-
rina and dance pedagogue 
who graduated from the 
Kiev State Ballet College, 
Ukraine. Aru participated 
in the International Dance 
Council in Athens, submitting 
“Modern Dance for Different 
Generations or Dance on the 
Edge of the Century.” She 
was also invited to perform a 
solo inspired by Sylvia Plath’s 
“The Ravaged Face,” taking a 
stand against violence toward 
women, created by Paola 
Scoppettuolo.

Register at nutcracker.com/
youth-auditions/sign-up-to-
audition. 

For more information, call 
Mona Swanson at 307-670-
9010 or visit justgottadance@
bresnan.net.

Auditions for Great 
Russian Nutcracker 
take place Saturday
Master dance 

class is Sunday

By CAROLYN THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Conrad 
Bassett-Bouchard started his 
championship Scrabble game 
Wednesday with the word 
“zilch” and finished with the 
opposite — the $10,000 prize 
and title of national Scrabble 
champion.

The 24-year-old play-
er, from Portland, Oregon, 
beat 29-year-old Jason Li, of 
Montreal, in the final round 
of the five-day 25th National 
Scrabble Championships 
played at the Buffalo Niagara 
Convention Center.

Bassett-Bouchard, the tour-
nament’s second seed, said he 
knew luck was with him when 

he drew a wild-card blank tile 
and an “S’’ on his first sev-
en-tile rack. 

He led for most of the 
match, winning by a score of 
477-350.

Li, the 18th seed, said, “I 
was playing catch-up right to 
the end.”

Li had the letters to play 
an obscure but potentially 
high-scoring word but didn’t 
see it, creating a buzz among 
experienced onlookers.

“He’s going to be kicking 
himself for missing ‘gramar-
ye,’” tournament director John 
Chew said after the play.

Chew, co-president of the 
North American Scrabble 
Players Association, the 
event’s sponsor, called Li’s 

presence in the final round the 
biggest surprise in the tourna-
ment, which saw an emerging 
group of younger players edge 
out the old guard.

Six of the top 10 finishers 
are in their 20s, and one, Mack 
Meller, from Bedford, is 14.

Tournament favorite and 
five-time champion Nigel 
Richards, 47, described by 
one competitor as the Michael 
Jordan of the game, finished a 
surprising 16th.

“All these younger players 
are avid online players,” said 
Will Anderson, 29.

The final game saw Bassett-
Bouchard and Li at a white-
linen-draped table while a 
tournament representative 
live-tweeted their every move. 

W-I-N-N-E-R! Oregon man 
crowned Scrabble champ

AP Photo/Gary Wiepert

Conrad Bassett-Bouchard reacts after he won the title at the National Scrabble 
Championships on Wednesday in Bufalo, N.Y. The tournament’s second seed, Bas-
sett-Bouchard said he knew luck was with him when he drew a wildcard blank tile and 
an “S” on his irst seven-tile rack. He led for most of the match, winning by a score of 
477-350.

By DENISE LAVOIE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON — The idea is sim-
ple: Take a bucket of ice water, 
dump it over your head, record 
it and post the video on social 
media.

It’s cold, it’s fun and it’s con-
tagious. But these “ice buck-
et challenges” — and similar 
social media-powered stunts — 
also are raising awareness and 
money for causes ranging from 
Lou Gehrig’s disease to breast 
cancer to a camp for kids who 
have lost a father to war.

Martha Stewart has been 
doused. So has Matt Lauer. And 
pro golfer Greg Norman.

The fundraising phenome-
non asks those willing to douse 
themselves to challenge others 
to do the same within 24 hours. 
If they don’t, they must make 
a donation to a certain charity. 
Each person who participates 
nominates more friends, who 
nominate more friends, who 
nominate still more friends, 
which explains why the trend 
has exploded.

The months-old movement 
has taken the Boston area by 
storm over the last 10 days, 
since friends and family of for-
mer Boston College baseball 
player Pete Frates used it to raise 
awareness about Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. Frates was diagnosed 
with the neurodegenerative 
disease, also known as ALS, 
in 2012. Frates, 29, is now par-
alyzed, eats through a feeding 
tube and cannot talk.

On Thursday, his parents, 
Nancy and John Frates, joined 
200 people who doused them-
selves in Boston’s Copley 
Square. The couple said the ice 
bucket challenge has done more 
to increase understanding about 
ALS than anything they’ve done 
over the past two years.

“Who knew all it would take 
was a bag of ice and a bucket?” 
John Frates told the crowd, just 
before participants simultane-
ously poured 9-quart buckets of 
ice water over their heads.

Ice-bucket 
challenges 
the coolest

Sam
ple


