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decided we needed to change the 
ordinance,” he said.

When the city decided to rewrite the 
law, officials believed it was time to 
make the law more accommodating to 
the city’s water resources.

“It’s just something we saw over time 
that we needed to do,” he said. “In my 
opinion, the original did not promote 
xeriscape as heavily as this one does.”

Xeriscaping uses natural materi-
als and plants that need little water. 
Proposed in the new law, xeriscap-
ing is a requirement for 100 percent 
drought-tolerant landscaping.

That compares to the current rules 
that say only 50 percent of the liv-
ing materials in landscaping must be 
drought-tolerant.

The city’s landscaping ordinance is 
used mostly for commercial and indus-
trial districts rather than residential to 
have some order in the landscape that 
surround businesses.

Residential areas that fall under the 
law consist of apartment complexes or 
any single property that houses more 
than two families.

Major changes in new landscaping 
ordinance:

 S 100 percent xeriscape rather than 
50 percent in current law.

 S Reducing the percentage of living 
materials used in a landscape plan by 

about 10 percent.
 S Streetyards, which have to be 

3 feet from a sidewalk, have been 
amended to a standard depth of 15 feet 
instead of percentage of the businesses’ 
properties. 

While the city continues to work on 
an overhaul of its zoning regulations, 
those working on the landscaping 
committee would like to see the new 
regulations go into effect sooner rather 
than later.

If a business were to locate in Gillette 
and bought land, that business would 
have to follow the existing landscaping 
ordinance as well as buy a landscaping 
permit, said Al Padova, a member of 
the city’s Landscape Ordinance Review 
Committee.

Those are needed changes, said 
Padova, who is a landscaping agent. 
The current law holds industrial sites 
to the same standard as commercial 
businesses, which he said doesn’t make 
sense.

“I had to put shrubs out on an indus-
trial property,” he said by way of exam-
ple. “Shrubs — I would understand if it 
was commercial, but an industry? They 
don’t need shrubs. ... We want our town 
to look nice, but not like Disneyland. 
We’re not a Disneyland landscape.

“If someone wants to do all that work 
with the shrubs that Disney does, good 
for them,” Padova said. “But it will be 
a lot easier overall with the big-picture 

maintenance.”
Rollo Williams, also a review com-

mittee member, agrees that the current 
law isn’t functional.

“(With) the new one, everyone 
comes in at the same level and under-
standing,” he said. The biggest and best 
change is the 100 percent xeriscaping 
requirement. “It wasn’t encouraged 
at the stage we do now, yet we want 
Gillette to stay beautiful with attractive 
greens and blossoms.”

The city has found several plants and 
trees that live in Gillette’s dry climate 
that no one initially believed would 
survive, he said.

“There are more options than just 
grass,” Williams said.

Norm Curtis, another member of the 
review committee, said the revamped 
rules will include a guide that will have 
several options for plants and trees that 
are drought-tolerant and would still 
make Gillette beautiful.

“It’s not going to be a boulder field,” 
Curtis said.

The wait

While the new landscape ordi-
nance draft is complete, it’s waiting for 
Gillette City Council approval, Surface 
said. It won’t be taken to the coun-
cil until a revamp of the city’s zoning 
ordinance is complete, because the 
landscaping ordinance is one of about 
30 issues that fall under the zoning 

ordinance. He believes the zoning plan 
will be presented to the City Council in 
May 2015.

The draft is also waiting on the guide. 
Surface said it is imperative to have 
that so people understand the land-
scaping ordinance.

While the landscape portion could be 
passed outside the zoning ordinance, 
city officials said they won’t approve 
one article without the whole package.

“It doesn’t make for a nice, clean 
transaction,” said Dustin Hamilton, 
Gillette’s Development Services direc-
tor.

He said if the city “streamlined” one 
part, others could be expedited as well, 
which could result in the articles not 
working together. He said that ideally, 
the zoning ordinance would go before 
council in January.

Padova said he wants the council to 
consider the landscape rules soon.

“With eight new business — one 
being Menards, which is a big property 
— that’s a lot of water we could save,” 
Padova said. “All of those businesses 
could save enough to water the Field of 
Dreams.”

If the landscaping ordinance were 
approved by council within the next 
few months, those businesses could 
apply for landscaping permits under 
the new regulations as long as they 
haven’t started to dig yet, he said. If 
construction starts before the new law 

is approved, all the businesses would 
have to follow the current law.

Padvoa also doesn’t see why the 
rules need to wait on the guide.

“It makes no sense,” he said. “We’re 
holding up because of a guide. We’re 
professionals and do this for a living. 
If you need a guide, then someone else 
should be hired.”

Surface said the guide is to assist 
landscapers and city staff who review 
permits. The guide that goes with the 
law isn’t planned to be finished until 
later this year, but Padova doesn’t see 
that as a problem.

“The ordinance uses a lot of verbiage 
referencing to the guide, but no, I don’t 
think you would have to have the guide 
to go ahead with the ordinance,” he 
said.

Curtis said he was under the impres-
sion the law would be brought to city 
council sometime this year.

“I hate to see five to six business go 
forward and not be covered with this 
landscaping ordinance,” he said.

‘X’ factor: Committee members want city to act soon to include new businesses in landscape plan
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WHAT IS XERISCAPE?

Xeriscape uses drought-tolerant 
plants and landscaping materi-
als. Gillette officials believe the 
practice can help curb the city’s 
water consumption during peak 
periods in the summer.

against the administration that would 
have made it virtually impossible for 
any future president to make recess 
appointments.

The lower court held that the only 
recess recognized by the Constitution 
is the once-a-year break between ses-
sions of Congress. It also said that 
only vacancies that arise in that recess 
could be filled. So the high court has 
left open the possibility that a pres-
ident, with a compliant Congress, 
could make recess appointments in 
the future.

Justice Antonin Scalia, writing for 
himself, Chief Justice John Roberts and 
Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence 
Thomas, said he would have upheld 
the lower court’s reasoning. He said 

Thursday’s decision means “the aboli-
tion of the Constitution’s limits on the 
recess-appointment power.”

A recess appointment can last no 
more than two years. Recess appoin-
tees who subsequently won Senate 
confirmation include Chief Justice 
Earl Warren and Justice William 
Brennan, Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan, two current NLRB 
members and Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau director Richard 
Cordray. Former UN Ambassador 
John Bolton is among recess appoin-
tees who left office because they could 
not win a Senate vote.

The case challenging the appoint-
ments was brought by Noel Canning, 
a soft drink bottling company in 
Yakima, Washington. The company 
claimed an NLRB decision against it 

was not valid because the board mem-
bers were not properly appointed and 
that the board did not have enough 
members to do business without the 
improperly appointed officials.

Noel Canning prevailed in the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia, and two other 
appeals courts also had ruled against 
recess appointments.

Obama has made relatively few 
recess appointments, 32 in his four-
plus years in office, according to the 
Congressional Research Service. 
President George W. Bush made 171 
such appointments over two terms 
and President Bill Clinton filled 139 
posts that way in his eight years in 
office, the research service said.

But Obama was the first presi-
dent to try to make recess appoint-

ments when Congress explicitly said 
it was not in recess. The Constitution 
requires that the Senate and House 
must get the other’s consent for a 
break lasting longer than three days. 
At the end of 2011, the Republican-
controlled House would not give the 
Democratic-led Senate permission for 
a longer break.

The partisan roles were reversed 
during Bush’s presidency, when 
Senate Democrats sought ways to pre-
vent the president from making recess 
appointments.

In fact, the very basis on which the 
justices decided the case — that the 
Senate can use extremely brief ses-
sions to avoid a formal recess — was 
a tactic devised by Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid of Nevada to frus-
trate Bush.

Obama: Appointments made without Senate confirmation illegal, court rules
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Gillette’s “Return to Calamity 
Gulch” nearly became an epic 
calamity of its own for the Gillette 
Community Theatre.

But local actors rescued the melo-
drama production from a remodeling 
project and will appear in four perfor-
mances starting at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
and continuing at 7 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, and Sunday at a 2 p.m. 
matinee.

If you like to hiss at villains or 
throw popcorn — antics that might 
get you tossed out of most theaters 
— you’re encouraged to attend this 
second melodrama in a series of three 
written by Whitney Ryan Garrity.

The community theater and direc-
tor Jessica Jassek performed “Last 
Chance at Calamity Gulch” a year 
ago at The Landing, near New Life 
Wesleyan Church, 4500 Wigwam 
Blvd., off Highway 59.

The second part of the series, 
“Return to Calamity Gulch,” was 
supposed to start last week until a 

project to remodel The Landing set 
the troupe on its heels and worried 
about a location. With such a short 
time, they were unable to find another 
location to perform in. But the group 
finally received the Campbell County 
Fire Department’s approval and will 
perform four shows for the public.

The final performance of the 
Garrity trilogy, “Heartburn Hotel,” 
will take place next year in Gillette 
and the playwright has promised to 
make appearances in communities 
that perform all three of his melo-
dramas. Jassek hopes he’ll travel to 
Gillette in 2015.

“I really want the playwright to be 
here next year,” she said. “I want to 
do all three of them.”

In the meantime, she and her cast 
of 12 have put the final touches on 
the production they began rehearsing 
in April.

Unable to use The Landing until 
this week, they’ve rehearsed in picnic 
shelters, in a family’s yard and in a 
local business office — anywhere they 
could find space.

This is the first week they’ve been 
allowed back in The Landing. And 
while no fire alarms have been 
installed yet, the theater group will 

have someone at each performance as 
a fire watch to raise an alarm in case 
of fire.

On with the show

Ma and Pa Culpepper are back as 
owners of the Last Chance Inn in 
Calamity Gulch, as is villain Horace 
Prickley.

Widder Black, who spent much of 
the last melodrama drinking at a table 
in the inn, is now more interested 
in marrying and the villain Prickley 
hopes to be the one to marry her in 
order to take control of her fortune.

But Peter Loveless, her nephew, 
will get a share of the money if he 
is able to wed before the end of the 
week. His prospects include Pansy 
Perriwinkle, an annoyingly sweet 
heroine, and her outrageously mean 
sister, Violet, who conspires with 
the villain in a scheme to keep them 
apart.

A rollicking chase scene involving 
the entire cast, brides, outlaws and pie 
throwing will be involved in the final 
scenes of the two-act melodrama.

“It’s a fun one,” Jassek said. 
“There’s food throwing.”

Actors save ‘Calamity Gulch’ melodrama

News Record Photo/Daniel Brenner

Members of the “Quicksilver Quartet” — AnDee Steiner, from left, Dale Bentley-Stillman and Charla Carlson — act out a scene during dress 
rehearsal of the play “Return to Calamity Gulch” on Wednesday at The Landing on Wigwam Boulevard. 

If you go

 S What: Return to Calamity Gulch, a melodrama performed by the 
Gillette Community Theatre

 S When: 7 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday
 S Where: The Landing, near New Life Wesleyan Church, 4500 Wigwam 

Ave., near Highway 59
 S Tickets: There’s limited seating, but tickets are available at the door 

starting an hour before each performance. $10 for adults, $8 for students, 
senior citizens or military personnel; free for age 5 and younger; and $35 
family pack (for two adults and up to five kids).

By T.S. JARMUSZ
NEWS RECORD WRITER

tjarmusz@gillettenewsrecord.net

Air Force Master Sgt. Sarah 
Stewart travels the world serving her 
country.

A bassoonist and concert produc-
er, Stewart fights not with advanced 
weaponry, but with music.

“Music really is an international 
language,” she said. “It crosses over 
bridges that otherwise would break 
down if we went in with weapons.”

Stewart, along with the United 
States Air Force Academy Band, 
will perform Disney selections, jazz 
standards, country classics, concert 
band tunes and, of course, patriotic 
favorites at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Gillette College Donkey Creek stage. 
It is free.

The USAF Academy Band is made 
up of 70 active duty airman musi-
cians holding degrees from univer-
sities and conservatories throughout 
the world.

The musicians maintain a rigorous 
schedule of regional and national 
concert tours, often performing for 
radio and TV broadcasts and by invi-
tation at national and international 
music conferences, Stewart said.

One of those tours took the band 
from Cheyenne to Rapid City. The 
group decided Gillette would be a 
good stopping point.

“I really felt like we’ve got to have 
them here. This is a really patriot-
ic community,” city spokesman Joe 
Lunne said.

A set of fortunate circumstances 
allowed the band to use the stage at 
Gillette College that still will be set 
up from the Donkey Creek Festival 
this weekend.

“They wanted the concert to be 
in a park. We don’t really have the 
space or parking to accommodate 
that,” Lunne said.

Lunne then showed them the 
setup for Donkey Creek and asked 
the college if it would leave the stage 
up for a few more days. The college 
agreed.

“I think it’s a perfect venue, and 
the bridge is one of the most icon-
ic things in the community,” Lunne 
said. “We light it up at night and it 
looks wonderful.”

A group of about 55, including 
singers, instrumentalists and musi-
cians, will take to the stage to enter-
tain and inspire the crowd.

“Every time we get on the road and 
on stage, it’s an absolute pleasure to 
perform in communities like yours,” 
Stewart said. “It reminds all the men 
and women who served and us that 
they’re not forgotten and everything 
they did in the past is important. It 
puts smiles on people’s faces and 
makes them feel good about their 
country.

“At the end of the day, we’re all in 
the fight together and representing 
the Air Force,” she said. “That keeps 
us on the same page on what our 
ultimate goals are.”

Military band 
set to perform 

If you go

 S What: United States Air 
Force Academy Band will per-
form Disney selections, jazz 
standards, country classics, 
concert band tunes and patriot-
ic favorites.

 S When: 6:30 p.m. Tuesday
 S Where: Gillette College 

Donkey Creek stage. In case of 
rain, the event will be moved to 
the Cam-plex Heritage Center.

 S Cost: Free
 S Sponsors: Gillette News 

Record, Gillette College, City 
of Gillette, Cam-plex, Chamber 
of Commerce, Basin Radio 
Network
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